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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Alvis Car Club (Vic) is one of a band of one-make
car clubs, and rumour has it that car clubs of the one-make variety
are having some sorts of difficulties maintaining their membership
levels and their activity levels.

Our records show that the membershiv level of our
Cclub is exvanding, and definitely not declining?

Op the other hand, it must be agreed that our Club is
chensing, as the members are all getting older and are no longer
as "cung ho" as they were in their less mature years. Also, our
beloved Alvis cers are becoming more andé more & collector's item
and thus heve enioyed a considerable increase in value. Possibly
for these two ressons, the Club does ot hold as many comnetitive
events as in yesteryear, but has increased the number of social-

type events.

T feel that it 1is regrettable that our tressured Alvis
cars are becoming SO exmensive to acouire. we ¥mow th=T our 12/50
or Silver Eagle or Speed 20 is a uniague vehicle and will never e
made acain and there i3 enly 2 limited suoply and we can therefore
demand a high nrice. But this very fact 1imits owners!ip to the
more affluent Dersone. The younger TNerson with more enerTy, who 1is
still burdened down with school fees and the costs of establishing
the family homestead anC SO 0N, capnot afforéd to vay 2 fancy price
for 2 hobby car, even if it is an Alvis.

The Club would dearly like to recruit younger memcers
to coarry on the tradition of the Red Triangle. I cannot provide
the answer to this copumdrum but I wonder what answer the next few
vears will furnish?

"AGNITION". Not listed in every dictionary but can be
defined as "acknowledgement, acceptance or even confession”. Apply it how

you will to our Editor's ramblings.

BOB_GRAHAM.

COMING EVENTS.

e —————————

October 1990:i) Economy Run.iQRally to mark the 40th Anniversary in New South
Wales of the Alvis Car Club. )
Watch this Newsletter.
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ALVIS AGNITIONS.
\

It does Pay to advertise in the Newsletter.
DE!H’PR!NGEB?’has got hold of 3 wheel
Spinner - 3g well as the one sent to him
by Anon of Melbourne 1ast month. JOHN ang
RAY have acquired a TA 21 - the ex
Dr. Collie, ex Harry Wardlaw Car. Welcome
to the C1up John and Kay. BOB GRAHAM and
enjoyed a holiday last month.
They enjoyed a Visit to the CHALAYERS ang
found thenm well before moving on to the
Snow fields where they did not enjoy the
minus 9 degrees centigrade temperatures.
Nor did nob enjoy the fiu which he caught
in Canberrs. (That's about the only thing
the poliiesg give awvay.) When last Spoken
to Bob as Struggling with "railvay lines
and rotten woog . I think he means the
Speed 20. JOHN TWOMEY reports that over 90
members are financial noy. Things are
improving! He has recently had the head
Ooff the Speed 25. What the pProblem vas 1
am not sure. He reports that CorL WINSLADE
has been in touch recently. we haven't
heard from him for a vhile. Jommy
reports no progress on the ™M 21. At the
last General Meeting DAVID CALDWELL, had

was unable to réport completion of any of

his restorations. Slow work there David.
has recovered and is

i SN 2] g W Planning the Annual Dinner. See elsevhere

= e o in this Newsletter.

"I hope he didn'+ lané on the Alvis hare! ™

ED.

——

Cartoons in this Newsletter are by courtesy of Eric Cunningham. Thank you,
Eric.

WILSON HINT.

If you want to take the nut off the Crank shaft pulley for any reason vou may
find the engine turning over before the nut comes }oose. Some peop%e take Fhe
starter out and jam a tyre lever in the flywheel ring gear to hold it, bgt 5
always flies out at the crucial moment. Others tell
and the handbrake on, but that doesn't work if you have got the car on axle
stands. An old tip is to tie a length of rope - strong clothes line will

If you pull on the end of the rope while you pull on the_s Spanner the fope acts
aS a strap spanner to Stop the pulley going round. If it 1s really tight put
a piece of tubing over the end of your socket handle to glve extra leverage.

VALE : It is sad to report that Horrie Morgan died on S5th August, 1990 and
an obituary will appear in the next newsletter. Our thoughts are

with Nola.
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Dear John,

"Rejoice with me for I have found that which was 1ost"! MNo, not the
Riblical reference OC the genuine secret but a spinner for the Speed 20. My
heartfelt outpourings in the last Newsletter prought a response from fellow
Queenslander Ron MacKenzie, who is restoring a beautiful Firefly Saloon with
preselector box. Ron had a spare right hand spinner for the Firefly which
fits the Speed 20 but doesn't 100k the same. The ears are thick and heavy and
the clearance for the hub cap is smaller. However, with machining it will
work. The A.0.C. in England has put me on to a couple of genuine ones and I
will not touch the Firefly one if I can get hold of one of these. It does
show that the Newsletter is read and will bring results.

I have chewed a tooth off something in the Grey Lady's gearbox but have
not yet pulled it down. Hope there are some spares somewhere.

Best regards.
DEAN PRANGLEY .

CANNON_SHOT.

Seen on the John Twomey "Nuts in May" run:- n¢yclists use 1eft shoulder ...
Suit contortionist?

ALISTER CAMNON.

ANNUAL DINNER - EARLY WARNTING .

Notice to all members - old and new. Especially new.

Saturday November 3rd, 1990. 6.30 p.m.

Don't hesitate. Go immediatel comp
. y to your calendar, uter
or whatever and mark in red the most important date. » BRECY, BN

If you don't you will be bound to miss out on our
ANNUAL DINNER AND AWARD NIGHT
At the Clayton R.S.L. Club.

More next month.

ROY_HENDERSON .




AUSTRALIA'S TH 12/50 ALVISES
\
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NATIONAL ALVIS RALLY NEWS

Less than 3 weeks after the entry forms were sent out more than
75% of our hotel accommodation had been taken and presently only

a few units remain.

However, don't fret for 1 have booked another 4-Star Motel just
across the road and have 15 units available there — but it's
certainly looks like pbeing a bumper Rally - And enjoyable as
well, for as one entrant wrote in a note "We are really looking
forward to renewing old friendships and recycling old jokes"!

Now if you haven't sent in your entry yet - do so as soon as you
can for not only is the Rally filling up fast but you will miss
out on our 3 equal payment plan if you enter after lst October.

| one other thing - if we exceed 100 in number - and that 1OOKS
highly possible - we may have to tow a barge behind the "Echuca
Princess" for our smorgasbord River cruise for 100 is all the

cruiser can take.

Last month I answered an advertisement in the Melbourne "Age"
entitled "RICH RIVER REVISITED" to find this was a 4 nights
accommodation in an Echuca package with visits to some of the
places planned for our Rally for $495. per person and lunches
were not included. So our package at $390. for 6 nights all
found is certainly excellent value and very appealing.

As for the Alvis models already entered, how is this for a
line-up?

12/40 - 12/50 - 12/60 - 12/70

Firefly - Silver Eagle - Speed 20 & 25

™14 - TB14 - TA2l - 3% litre

silver Crest - TD21 - 4.3 - and a F.W.D.

Now about all we need for the whole range is a Crested Eagle and
a TB 21! 1It's really spine tingling, isn't it?

Don't forget that if you reside in New South Wales oOr Queensland

it's all down hill to Echuca, while South and Western Australian

members can drive straight across on the flat, so really distance
is nothing.

See you there.

RON WILSON.

22 PARK CLOSE. VEFIMONT..VICTOFNA. 31233 @ TELEPHONE: 031874 2450



BENTLEY 4% versus Avis 4.3

A contemporary Comparison re
30th September, 193

moderately silent and not wildly
eXpensive to run. A1y this is a jot
t0 ask of a car, but then twelve or
rmrmenhmdredpmumisaloc to
ask for a car.

Like a wely known brand of whisky,
the 4f 1iere Bentley is an excellent
example of good blending, although
the Bolls-Royce inflvence ig the
mare noticeable - that is to say,
its guietness and  smooth running
tend to make the terrific
acceleration ang high maximom speed
(the oid Bencley characteristics)

hundred miles, js the extraordinary
ease with which yOu can drive it,
Everything ig exactly where it
should be, the pedals are agy well

car.

Perhaps the 1cast temarkable thing
about it is  jig Performnee, whio
is  excellent, but that {5 not
sarpcising. Wt s surpriciog s
the way {¢ 90es  about  {ts  work
without fuss or  offort, wimest
wildnout SIARICRIMG b Ley: GG Gy gy
Cwrl 5 Eatier Msling car 1o

going at ail fast. A speed of 70 to
75 seems to be the pleasantest for
cruising and 1 should like to
emphasise that at that speed, with
its really good steering ang superb
brakes, it is 4 very mch safer
vehicle than the average baby car
travelling at 37 miles an hour.
The question of braking is rather an
important one. 1 feel that too many
manufacturers are fitting brakes
that will pull the Car up in the
shortest possible spaco, vit.ho;:t.
paying enough attention to their
and the progressiveness
of their action. It is tiring and
if the are
flung forvard every time the brakes
are applied Suddenly. fThe Bentley
is a model of perfection in this
fespect. I have never driven a car
that can be stopped so swiftly and
smoothly.

printed from Night & Day for
7, which is worth studying.

Compared with its engine size, it {s
not a large car, by the:eisp.lenhy
of room and a reat deal of comfort
for four people. On the Vanden Plasg

L

Finally there were two small points
which indicate the Eremendous amount
of care that goes into the making of
a car  1like this. ‘The first
concerned the tyres. As you can
imagine, the unusual accelerating
and braking qualities of the car on

non-skid road surfaces scon
vear out ordinary tyres, so Bentley
have theirs designed and buile
specially for them. In order that
the balance should be as accurate as
possible the weight of the cover is
specially reduced at one point to
counteract the extra weight of the
valve,

The other point that I liked was 2
centrifugally Controlled loader
which dutomatically hardens the
Springs as the speed of the car
increases. The ordinary hand

t¢ 50 wph through gears: 10.3

Per gallon. Tank capacity i8
gallons. Price £1,550 with a Vanden
Plas drophead CoUpé body .

The 4.3 Alvis ;5 the largest car
that the firm has built and although
it costs three or four hundred
pounds less than tha Bentley it
falls into the Same  category. I
have not had an opportanity of
taking itonamng trial run byt
tminp:ueionitqmminm

short time that I did drive it was
of a car with tremendous zest. 1t

Bentley, although the test figures
show that it is slower. The engine
vas just a 1little rougher and the
springing harder over the hand
controlled range. wWith the slightly
larger engine [t COSLs just g little
more to run. oOn the whole I should
say it was more of an  onthusiasts
car - less docile at low Speeds and
less unobtrusive when being driven
in the park,

4.3 litre Alvis: 32 hp. Tax £24.

speed over % mije: 9g.
Acceleration from rest to 50 mph
through the gears: 10.9 setonds.
Braking from 30 mph: 33.5 feet.
Petrol Comsumption: 13.16 miles per
gallon. Tank Capacity 17 gallons.
Price 11,186, vith a Vanden plag
pillarless sajoon body.

SELWYN POWELL.




ar FOR _SALE & WANTED. L mste

“SPAREPERSONS™ - M RN ~
1 ' ‘National Alvis Spares offers this month:-
Coeoff Hood, ————————————
37, Thomas St .
E. Doncaster .
vie. 3109. R
Tel. 03 B42 2181. TA 14 each*
P.V.T.
Austin Tope, Gasket - Rocker Cover $5.00
R ie. 2044
Tel, 03 817 5163. Fan Belt $10.00
Hevin Rruce, Manifold Gasket Set $12.00
P.0. Box 187, .
Maffra. Vic. 3 .
m.nosx 27 3096. Most Models
A 14
b Craha, Rocker Cover Nut - 3 only $5.00
15, Clarke Ave.,
gy Filler Pipe Grommet $5.00
Tel. 03 571 3866.
Gear Lever Eoot $15.00
Alvis Car Club (vic) Club Badge - Enamel $36.00

ALVIS. The Story of the Red Triangle. By Ken Day . . .
Four copies have now been sold and there aren't many left. The price 1S
still $67.50 plus P & P. Be quick to ensure your copy -

Contact Bob Graham.

Gold Portfolio Series - Alvis 1919 to 1967..

Four copies were sold at the last Club Meetlng and our supply is dwindling.
Buy at $27.50. (R.R.P. $39.50)

[HREE LITRE ENGINE MOUNTS. Geoff Hood has made 15 pairs. $30.00 each.

PRIVATEERS.
BSF & BA TAPS:- 1/4 BSF R.H $2.00
S 5/16 BSF R.H $2.00
3/8 BSF R.H $2.50
7/16 BSF R.H $2.50
1/2" BSF R.H $3.00
1/2* BSF L.H $2.50 . .
5/8 BSF R.H $3.50
3 per pack )
)
) $10.50
)

(6 B S Ml e
BREER

. [ ’ )

or- $2.50 per pack of three.
Clevis Pins 1" x 5/16 -'
1" x 3/8 (poth a few cents each)

7/16 BSF Castellated Nuts. John Twomey. *
Tel. 03 306 9364.
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- FOR SALE & WANTED (Cont.)

FOR SALE. TA 21 parts. Front mudguards. Boot lid. Spats. Bonnet and
sides. Cast door support pillars. John White Tel. 03. 890 7066.

WANTED TO SWAP. One perfectly good flange frame 12/50 Crank case complete
with bearing caps. No Sump or timing case. Swap for Sub-frame crank case.
Rex Roberts. Tel. 03. 758 5365.

WANTED. 19" Wheels (or rims only) Jelly-mould pattern for Speed Series
Car. 2 off required. Austin Tope. Tel. 03. 817 5163.

WANTED. B.T.H. CE 4 Magneto - in any condition - to suit Alvis 12/50.
Robert Sands. Tel. (A.H.) 03. 534 5957.

WANTED for 12/50. L1200 or 1201 flange frame engine. 0il filler cap,
timing cover, flywheel-ring gear. Condition not important.
Sump. Can swap sump for sub-frame 12/50 engine.

1 Pair of track rod ball joint assemblies for front brake 12/50 axle.

Part No. 3614.
Frank Corbett. P.0. Box 218, Kenmore 4069 Brisbane. Tel. 07 378 7280.

FOR SALE. Alvis 14.75. Fabric Saloon Body (Atlantic style) by Eéhkstown
Bodies. Very sound condition mechanically. New leather upholstery and
roof trim. (Red and fawn). Uncompleted restoration. New tyres and
tubes. Spare block, head, conrods and pistons and other sundry bits and
pieces.

Brian Hemmings, 17 Ironbark Close, West Leigh 2120. Tel. 02 484 7491

Noted in the Melbourne "Age" 28.7.90:
Alvis 1924 12/50 four seat Tourer. Tel. 054 72 3709.
Alvis 1937 12/70 Saloon. Tel. 772 8631.

"That's Beverley Graham. She's only interested in
the boronia megastigma over there which is just
coming into flower."




The National Alvis RallySlogan Competition- > 3

I have received an entry for this competition from a long-—
standing Victorian member who will remain nameless. Not
because he has requested anonymity but because I feel
embarrassed to publish it. Still, he has wanted it to 8o
in the Newsletter and I don't want to upset him or he -
won't come on the Rally in his little white "BELUGA".<:;>

(NOTE~ My dictionary says a "RELUGA™ is a "white whale
with a rounded head", whatever that means.)

Sung to the tune "76 Trombones" from the MUSIC MAN 1/7

Seventy Six Alvis lead the Big Parade,
Interstate Rally is now Mational

See how they come from everywhere,
Echuca in '91 is the go.

'91 in Echuca,
See the white Beluga,
At the National Rally.

There was movement in the garage,
For the word had passed around,
Alvis fun in '91 in [chuca.
(With apologies to A B Paterson & Clancy)

Echuca - Be In It!
(With apologies to the Life Be In It Campaign)

The 1991 National Alvis Rally in Echuca,
“"That's what I call a rally!"
(With apologies to Crocodile Dundee)

RON_WILSON.

Who is this young Lady?

Does she belong to the Alvis car Club?
What Is she doing?

Is it a matter of "spit and polish"?

Is she trying to find her way to Echuca?

Can you help her?



